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éﬁ*uiﬁ Hﬂ Editorial Note

EWBRE—IDHAF, K&l (ERRTES) i TMRIMEEN BRI (Definition of
Philatelic Products) ZF%4mfHl, BXAIE. BEXEX. AXBZRSHENT—HER, RIEMKG

Part I reproduces, without alteration, the “Definition of Philatelic Products” table published in our FAQs — the English term, its English

definition, the Chinese name and the Chinese description are given in full.

EREH TmBEIRE) &AL (Grading Standards / BPEmMABD RS ITEIRE) HEl, IWREMNZRIERS
FIMEZOARER, HEARE LREAETZ, UEER,

Part V follows our Grading Standards, reproducing the four condition grades and the four components of value, to which twelve common

fault terms have been added for practical reference.

HRAZBONETORSERMSE, HEMENE. RASER. ESFX=E, HHUL FREREH
1 —4H, UNBRERXRBEETFIEMER 2R,

Parts II to 1V extend the glossary for ease of reference, covering the stamp itself, format and printing, and catalogue prefixes. Part VI sets

out, in parallel columns, a number of terms easily confused but distinct.

RAEER. TEKR FTHERDFRARET, HUARE, PEXBFHT, ERE—EER—.

The names used throughout this site's catalogue and downloads follow this table; the Chinese and English names on each row denote

the same item.

chinesestamp.org FE2TW
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U755, AL FAQs FRBIZIERNARTE, FRHT, EXTE.

The sixteen entries below are the official terms published in our FAQs, given in full in both languages.

TN ARIE  English term

Set of Stamps

Block of Four Stamps

Sheetlet

Souvenir Sheet

Information Brochure with
Set of Stamps

Information Brochure with
Souvenir Sheet

First Day Cover with Set of
Stamps

First Day Cover with

Souvenir Sheet

Maximum Cards

Annual Album

Annual Album of Souvenir
Sheets

Annual Album of Stamps

Booklet

Presentation Pack

chinesestamp.org

HWNENX  English definition

A complete set of mint stamps of a definitive or a
commemorative issue.

Four stamps of the same stamp design of an issue
joined by perforations, producing two parallel rows of
stamps in any direction.

A small sheet of stamps comprising one or multiple
set of stamps of a commemorative issue.

A mint miniature sheet comprising one or more
perforated stamps, printed with a background design
matching with the stamp issue theme.

A printed sheet with reproduction of First Day Cover,

technical data and a text following the same theme, to

which a set of stamps is affixed and cancelled with the
issue postmark.

A printed sheet with reproduction of First Day Cover,
technical data and a text following the same theme, to
which a souvenir sheet is affixed and cancelled with
the issue postmark.

An illustrated envelope matching with the stamps
design, to which a set of stamps is affixed and
cancelled with the issue postmark.

An illustrated envelope matching with the stamps
design, to which a souvenir sheet is affixed and
cancelled with the issue postmark.

A set of illustrated postcards matching with the stamps
design, each affixed with the stamp of the relevant
subject and cancelled with the issue postmark on the
picture side.

An album presented in an elegant hard cover,
containing the complete set of stamps and souvenir
sheets released in a year, and printed with technical
data of each stamp issue.

An album contains a full set of souvenir sheets
released in a year and is printed with technical data of
each stamp issue.

An album contains a full set of stamps released in a
year and is printed with technical data of each stamp
issue.

A miniature illustrated cover comprising one or
multiple set of stamps or souvenir sheets, and brief
information on the stamp theme.

A special cover including a combination of products
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Thematic Pack

Philatelic Book

chinesestamp.org

of the issue and printed with information and
illustrations matching the stamp issue.

A prestigious cover comprising at least two sets of

stamps with the same theme, illustrated with special LRI
design matching the specific theme and printed with

technical data of the enclosed issues.

A valuable and thematic book profusely illustrated and
informative, which includes set of stamps and EhpEEE
souvenir sheets matching the specific theme.

chinesestamp.org
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TXAIE English term

Stamp

Definitive Stamp

Commemorative Stamp

Special Stamp

Airmail Stamp

Military Stamp

Miniature Sheet

Full Sheet (Sheet of Stamps)

chinesestamp.org
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15BH  Notes

A small piece of paper issued by a postal authority as evidence of prepayment

of postage. BB M F %17 FALUEBREBR B 2/ NHF,

A stamp of a regular issue, printed in large quantities and on sale for an
extended period. BM&Z1T, EIEA. REHK. BRLHAZE,

A stamp issued to mark a particular event, anniversary or person, usually on
sale for a limited period. AL RXFEEMH. AEXAYMAIT, REHE
MRo

A stamp issued on a particular theme rather than a specific event. LU 7E F &0

ANE, MIELSE—BARSEMH
A stamp intended for use on mail carried by air. T AR EBA LA,

A stamp provided for the use of the armed forces. {£ZE A Z HPZE,

A small sheet on which a complete set of stamps is printed, generally retaining
the designs and denominations of the original issue. }§—%EHFZEIF—/)\

KL, BRSEERESREMER.

A complete uncut sheet of stamps as printed. ENfSER. REF L] ZEhiRAR

=
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E ° Hﬁiﬁ—EEDEu Format and printing
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TXAIE English term

Perforation

Watermark

Gum

Se-tenant

Téte-béche

Overprint

Surcharge

Variety

Error

chinesestamp.org
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15BH  Notes

The rows of small holes punched between stamps to facilitate separation. HBZ2

ZIB BT HFF AT H B9 RHE Lo

A design impressed in the paper during manufacture, visible when held to the

light. BEBIENZEX, HWHER Wo
The adhesive applied to the back of a stamp. ;R FHFEE EZ KB

Two or more stamps of different designs printed side by side and joined. B2

REMEAEZEENRIZ RS,

A pair of joined stamps in which one is inverted relative to the other. FI#Z1H

EMEP, — KBNS —KEE,

A design or text printed onto an existing stamp, altering its use or value. T&

ENpLZ BRZE_EANENE, LI BEHEARSHEE,

An overprint that changes the face value of a stamp. FJ LA XA EE 2N

=
o

A stamp differing from the normal issue in a consistent way, arising in

production. NI =4. BESHNZER,

A stamp exhibiting a mistake in design or production, such as a missing

colour. &It SRENFIHEE Z PR, WNRE. EIED,
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F3L  Prefix
C-headed (JI-headed)

S-headed (TE-headed)

W-headed

N-headed

J-headed

T-headed

Year-numbered

R-headed (Regular
Stamp)

H-headed (Happy New
Year)

HE (Greeting Card)

GE (Personalised)

FDC & Sheetlets

chinesestamp.org
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CFk (8F%)
SFk (FFX)

wFk (13X FHR)

NFX (RSHE)

Fk
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HFk (BRFELTRIER)

HE (B-REMHPE)
GE (MME1LARSS & FAMB

=)

BRH5MEK

3B Notes
0 MBE, Commemorative issues.
$STHEBZE, Special issues.

21 FHBE, 1967-1970 FE&R1T, TES. Issues of 1967
1970, without serial number.

REHFRZE, 1970 FRBIHEAATT, FHOL. H5. Numbered issues
of the early 1970s.

LRMPEFK, 1974 FEME A, Commemorative prefix
reinstated in 1974.

YFMEREF Sk, 1974 FEERE . Special prefix reinstated in
1974.

1992 GHEERA T —ES) REES, BRI TFLHA
Fo Year-and-set numbering adopted from 1992.

EIBHPZE, Regular or definitive issues.

BRELFHMPZE, Special-use stamps for the New Year.

BRREFHMPZE, Special-use stamps for greeting cards.

MEWARSS & FBBE, Personalised customer-service stamps.

FBRHEZ—, IWREEHREINEK, A catalogue

category for first day covers and sheetlets.
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£ ° lﬁl*ﬁ-ﬁﬁﬁ Grading & Condition

TR, (Grading Standards / BBERIED RS IHEIRE) &KEl. miEE, BERFRSZIE, BEXFH
Wi 5 hiniE.

This section follows our Grading Standards. Condition denotes the state of preservation of a stamp and bears directly upon its collectable

and market value.

51 EPfRERAMIEZESRER International Condition Grades undefined

Grade F4R Abbreviation / 485 Description / aaAB4HEHEIA
) AT gk A
Superb SUP / WRESR BSES %EEFI G Hﬁ&:ﬂ:tﬁ%ﬁ)‘(a I.I?L:"E @$/ﬁ¥$@o
Perfect centering, flawless gum, crisp perforations, brilliant color.
Ta—— _— EEME, RREEEEH, TARME, THIRETS R,
Slightly off-center, full original gum, no major defects.
. o EXAERR, SREMWRERHE, TR,
Fine F/ " . .
Noticeably off-center, small gum disturbance or light hinge mark.
I =] ST (SIS AN =
Average / Poor AVG/P/ -FIIIﬁIII %)\Elﬂ ) f_\:ll.-llfl\ E%@E:EEHJJ—/EU\ ) 1} | {Ej(ma’:&]‘;ﬁ-o

Design touches edge, short perfs, heavy creases, or staining.

52 FMEMENMAEZE 4 Key Components of Value undefined
1. Mint Gum Condition / B & BARZES

Mint Never Hinged / & Highest value, untouched original gum. fMEfxm, SEREFH RIERE, KEM

MNH A
FIRERNG Mo

S e

MH ;/Iémt Hinged / 451K Stamp has hinge mark on the back. HEEEBMWHRT, MEXTF MNH,
. Fake gum applied to conceal damage, lower value. IEZEABMA TN, NEE

RG Re- d/ | e ~

e-gummed / fERIER AR,
NG No Gum / T Issued without gum, or gum removed. Z{TEIEIEHER, HEREH LS.

2. Centering & Margins / EIREHESHE

fectl 4 EE A stamp where the design is perfectly centered within all four white borders commands
— ls':r ectly centered / a premium of 20% to 100% over off-center copies. EIZREUFANEFR (3FH
1) By TIEREH) BB, BNAHAEERMER 20% £ 100%.

3. Cancellation Quality (Used Stamps) / == $HHP &} fa /5 (SHE)

Light, clear and dated postmarks are highly sought after. {522 LA HBELEMHT. BIRE

— Light C 1/ 328 N
ight Cancel /BE8E 2 bz,
R Heavy, oily or blacked-out cancels diminish facial beauty and market price. 22 & #7H
= Heavy Cancel / &

SR EERR, FREKENE.

4. Paper Soundness / #EiK5EIFE

Free of thinning, tears, pinholes, foxing or rust spots. ZE3KMTIEH, RO, FFL.

_ Sound paper / 483K 5e4F SRR
s 2] ©

chinesestamp.org %8
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Thin Thinning / 1&& Thinning on the back reduces value drastically. & EEESEHFEMNERIBEZ .

5.3 ﬁmﬁ*l‘ﬁ*iﬁ Common Faults undefined
THIRNERFREAMEZ G ST, N@EEITEZE BB,

The following terms describe damage and imperfections, and are the common currency of condition assessment.

X AIE  English term R EZ R iEA  Notes
. L. A area where paper has been scraped or rubbed away, visible as a translucent
Thin / Thinning e spot when held to the light. 3K EE, WHAILERTZBIR,
Tear EA | A split or rip in the paper. XK FF,
Pinhole 7, A minute hole in the stamp. HBZE 27 40/ \FLIF,
. _ Yellowish-brown spots caused by mould or ageing. EI=#5{ % B4 2 &
Foxing B (BB . P Y Beine.
?EéﬁIlv\\o
. . . . . é /. A M
Rust Spot SERE lieddlsh brown spots, often from iron particles in the paper. 25K & & BRI
M2 I8 Ei .
Crease BR A fold or wrinkle in the paper. %334 2 Rl
Short Perf g5 A perforation tooth shorter than normal. 8 FIEE &,
Missing Perf FRis A perforation tooth torn or cut away. LGFLIRTRETE .
. o1 o Discolouration from dirt, oil or handling. R4 %, SHRSARIRMEZ &
Stain / Seiling 5
éo
Fading s Loss of _Ic:_riiinal colour, often from prolonged exposure to light. <E85 ¢
&%ﬁj@ﬁ?ﬂ{o
Toning ZE Even yellowing of the paper with age. 4% 3KFE% B 2z 5,
Repair / Restoration En Any work done to conceal a fault, such as filling a tear or reinforcing a thin.

chinesestamp.org
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THCAERIE, FAMER, SAVEEME. SAHYPRERA, FREKDZXE,
The following seven pairs are commonly confused. Each is set out with the distinction that matters.

MBI / RREK / 2K

Souvenir Sheet / Sheetlet / Miniature Sheet

NEEK: EERR—WRAEER, FAEERIAN, DITERESEE.

Souvenir Sheet: one or two stamps with an elaborate themed margin.

INREK: —hRE—EHSEMR, BIHKRE, EE2K,

Sheetlet: a small sheet holding one or more complete sets, with plainer margins.

N IB-BRENRTENE—/NKE, BXREEEESRE—X.

Miniature Sheet: a complete set reproduced on a small sheet, generally as issued.

s/ skiE

Overprint / Surcharge

fns: MENEX, AIREREAAE (MHERHE. £3) , F—EXEE.

Overprint: any added printing, which may change use rather than value.

MfE: TUENEENBNZMNE.

Surcharge: an overprint whose sole purpose is to change the face value.

B MELEINE, MERGERE,

Every surcharge is an overprint; not every overprint is a surcharge.

T{h/ sEiK

Variety / Error

TR ENEspAE. JEEHIINESR, WeE. BB, KEFRE.

Variety: a consistent production difference, such as a shade or perforation shift.

BN IRITEENFILHEE, WiRe. B, XFBiR.

Error: an actual mistake in design or production, such as a missing colour or inverted centre.

BEz: ZEE A1 , BHEE THET] .

A variety differs; an error is wrong.

E/HE BHE
Mint / Used / Cancelled to Order

MR REER, BRAUETETAIREEMT.

Mint: unused, with gum intact or previously hinged.

HR: &95F, SHALHE,

Used: carried by post and bearing a genuine cancellation.

BHE. REXE, HHBEHESHEEHE, SHKREZA.

CTO: cancelled by the postal authority without passing through the post, chiefly for collectors.

il / 0%/ 1 EpR

Definitive / Commemorative / Special

EBHRE. BMRT, HNEAR. REHK. BRLAZE,

Definitive: printed in quantity, on sale for years, designs reused.

chinesestamp.org

£10m



FEHBPEEPAARIBEFHITERZR - Chinese Philatelic Terms chinesestamp.org

LR AFEEN. BEIAMRTT, REHER.

Cnmmemorutrve. marking an event, anniversary or person; on sale briefly.

FMERR: UR—FFARE, NMRITFAEEEN.

Special: devoted to a theme rather than to a particular event.

BEBH/ RIRBER

First Day Cover / Maximum Card

BEH: EHME, TATEREHE, EF 8H1 2

FDC: an envelope with a stamp cancelled on the day of issue — the point is the date.

RFREAER : BBERER. BMRTASHB=ERTE—H, F1 =&E8M .

Maximum Card: a postcard whose picture, stamp and postmark are made to agree — the point is the concordance.

SRR/ BBt / B RABBH

Annual Album / Presentation Pack / Thematic Pack

FM: RRER, WRZF2FMESNEK, BERE.

Annual Album: a hardbound volume holding a whole year's issues.

BRI B—RITZHE, AEZRARTHSMER.

Presentation Pack: a cover holding several products of a single issue.

TR F—EE. REUELBEZREEHE,

Thematic Pack: a cover uniting two or more sets on one theme.

t ° gﬁﬁu Editorial Rules

—. B—WRHAF, BREBRAULEFAQs FiEl TM@mBMFSENIIRR] , KIEMZ.

. BHEED@EIR, kAL (Grading Standards / EBRMIBD RS HEITA) Fflo
E;‘j’;_z’*lﬂﬁﬁﬁ&% WEREARBNGR, HERENEZAH;, NERFBERZHESTFK, UFELE
i\‘/ o

PENBIFHTIE, FIE—ERER—Y.

. SREZRR, si—ER MPEaTHX) FIERE;, LF—E#XBAxLF.
7N AN, HERELAHFRIBIANTTE. MARX, HEdAl KA TERER.

I. Part I reproduces the FAQs table without alteration. II. Part V follows our Grading Standards. III. Parts II-IV and the fault terms are compiled for

ease of reference; where catalogue categories and prefixes are concerned, the Catalogue governs. IV. Where a Chinese and an English name are
paired, either denotes the same item. V. References to Taiwan use the standard designation “Chinese Taiwan Region”; all dates are in the Common

Era. VI. Reproduction is welcome provided the source is acknowledged and the content kept intact.

NETEMRER

X, BYHR. MR ERZREEE S
= View Full Catalogue

IMFARAIE, HRAEAFERRIBTEMAERIE; RRZAEMESR, BHTEREFIEE,
MBLRH, wEEAY TR NERE, UEREITE,
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